REMARKS 

This Amendment is fully responsive to the non-final Office Action dated June 25, 2008, 
issued in connection with the above-identified application. Claims 1-4 and 6-13 were previously 
pending in the present application. With this Amendment, claims 1-4, 6-8 and 10-12 have been 
amended; and claims 9 and ] 3 have been canceled without prejudice or disclaimer to the subject 
matter therein. Accordingly, claims 1-4, 6-8 and 10-12 are now pending in the present 
application. No new matter has been introduced by the amendments made to the claims. 
Favorable reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

To facilitate the Examiner's reconsideration of the present application, the Applicants 
have provided amendments to the specification and abstract. The changes to the specification 
and abstract include editorial and clarifying changes. Replacement paragraphs and a replacement 
abstract are provided showing the changes made to the original specification and abstract. No 
new matter has been added by the changes to the specification and the abstract. 

In the Orifice Action, the Examiner indicates that Japanese document number JP 3274982 
listed with the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) filed on February 17. 2006 was not 
received and therefore was not considered. Accordingly, the Applicants provide herewith 
another copy of the Japanese reference and the English abstract. Prompt consideration of the 
Japanese reference is respectfully requested. 

In the Office Action, claim 1 has been rejected under 35 U.S. C, 112, second paragraph, 
ibr allegedly being indefinite. Specifically, the Examiner objects to the word "section" on line 
1 8 of claim I because is it unclear what ''section" the Applicants are referring to in the claim. 
1 lie Applicants have amended claim 1 to clarify the meaning of the word "section/' Withdrawal 
of the rejection to claim 1 under 35 U.S. C. 112, second paragraph, is respectfully requested. 

In the Office Action, claims 1-4 and 6-13 have been rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(b) for 
being anticipated by Chowanic et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,175,803, hereafter "Chowamc"), The 
Applicants have amended the claims to merely place the claims in better form for U.S. patent 
practice. In other words, the claims have not been amended to address the above prior art 
rejection by the Examiner. The Applicants assert that the cited prior art fails to disclose or 
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suggest at least the features recited in the independent claims as previously presented. For 

example, independent claim 1 recites the following features: 

L: [a] navigation apparatus for guiding a vehicle to a destination, comprising: 

a destination setting section that sets a destination in accordance with an input by a 

driver; 

a location deriving section that derives a current location of the vehicle; 

a path obtaining section thai obtains a path from the current location derived by said 
location deriving section as a starting point to the destination set by said destination setting 
section; 

a data storing section that stores an information set including at least location information 
for identifying a location of a travel burden point on a road network, link information indicating a 
road linked to the travel burden point, and a ref erence hesitation value indicating a degree of a 
driver's hesitation to go through the travel burden point, and a characteristic value of the driver; 

a point guidance data generating section that generates point guidance data representing 
guidance for the travel burden point based on the current location derived by said location 
deriving section, the path obtained by said path obtaining section, and the information set and 
the driver characteristic value stored in said data storing section; and 

an output section that outputs the guidance for the travel burden point in accordance with 
the point guidance data generated by said point guidance data generating section, 

wherein said point guidance data generating section compares a reference hesitation value 
contained in the information set stored in said data storing section with a driver characteristic 
value, and based ou a result of the comparison, generates point guidance data." 

The above features are similarly recited in independent claims 7, 8 and 10-12, 
Additionally, the above features are fully supported by the Applicants' disclosure (see e.g., Figs. 
4 and 5), 

The present invention (as similarly recited in independent claims 1, 7, 8 and 10-12) is 
directed to a navigation apparatus, method and program that provide guidance related to a travel 
burden point to a driver if the travel burden point is found during leading and guiding the driver. 
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I lie present invention is distinguishable over the cited prior art in that the guidance provided to 
the driver is based on characteristics of the driver, which are used for determining whether or not 
the guidance for travel burden points is provided. Therefore> it is possible to provide a 
navigation apparatus which addresses anxiety levels of different drivers with regard to travel 
burden points encountered while driving. 

In the Office Action^ the Examiner relies on Chowanic for disclosing all the features 
recited in independent claims 1 , 7, 8 and 1 0-1 2. However, at least the following features of the 
present invention (as similarly recited in independent claims I, 7, 8 and 10-12) arc not believed 
to be disclosed or suggested by Chowanic: 

1) storing an information set including at least a reference hesitation value indicating a 
degree of a driver's hesitation to go through a travel burden point, and a characteristic value of 
the driver ; 

2) generating point guidance data representing guidance for the travel burden point based 
on the driver characteristic value stored in the data storing section : and 

3) outputting the guidance for the travel burden point in accordance with the point 
guidance data generated by the point guidance data generating section, wherein the point 
guidance data generating section compares a reference hesitation value contained in the 
information set stored in the data storing_section with a driver characteristic value, and based on a 
result of the comparison, generates point guidance data . 

Chowanic discloses a navigation system for a vehicle that generates navigation routes 
between an Initial location and a desired destination using statistical risk thresholds for 
optimizing navigation routes. In the Office Action, the Examiner appears to rely on the use of a 
"risk index" in Chowanic as corresponding to the claimed driver characteristic and hesitation 
values. However, in Chowanic, the risk index is described as a statistical risk Index such as a 
crime assessment of a geographic area that may contain a selected route (see e.g., col. 3 , lines 18- 
25). Based on the risk index, a user or driver may select a route with the least amount of crime 
or risk. Thus, the risk index in Chowanic is information related to the characteristics of a 
geographic area (e.g., crime rate), not the characteristics of a driver. Thus, Chowanic fails to 



14 



disclose or suggest the use of detailed information regarding the characteristics of a driver for 
providing travel guidance, as recited in independent claims 1 ? 7, 8 and 10-12 (see e.g., a driver 
hesitation value and a driver characteristic value). 

Based on the above discussion, Chowanic fails to anticipate or render obvious 
independent claims 1, 7 f 8 and 10-12, Likewise, Chowanic fails to anticipate or render obvious 
claims 2-4 and 6 at least by virtue of their dependency from independent claim 1. 

In light of the above, the Applicants respectfully submit that all the claims pending in the 
present applicarion are new patentable over the prior art of record. Additionally, the Applicants 
respectfully request the Examiner withdraw the rejections presented in the Office Action dated 
June 25, 2008, and pass the application issue. The Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned attorney by telephone to resolve any remaining issues. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ryotaro IWAM1 et ah 

/Mark D. Pratt/ 

By 2008.09.05 1 2:44:58 -04 , 00' 

Mark D. Pratt 
Registration No, 45,794 
Attorney for Applicants 

MDP/ats 

Wash Ington, D .C . 20006-1021 
Telephone (202) 72N8200 
Facsimile (202) 721-8250 
September 5, 2008 
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